Don Design Studio

Don Chowdhury likes to experiment. As owner and creative director of Don Design Studio, “his goal is to
provide clients with the highest work in a variety of areas including advertising, fashion design, fine art,
interior design, book jacket design, corporate logos, packages, record and CD covers, posters, direct mail,
brochures, self-promotional materials, Web page design, photography, P.O.P. displays—virtually anything
from a matchbook cover to a highway billboard.”

With this vast repertoire, it isn't surprising that Don has now developed a new form of expression that
combines digital and fine art. After observing the traditional artist's disinterest in using technology and
the designer’s dependency on it, he has tried to reconcile the two extremities into this new art form
where he first draws a picture and then digitally enhances it. His experimental work is gaining popularity
and “Celebrities” (shown below) is on permanent display at Chelsea Theatre in New York City.

To contact Don, e-mail him at designat@aol.com

Celebrities—presently exhibited at Chelsea Theatre in New York City
hand drawings, paintings and computer art combination
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Tyra Super Model—collage: fine art and digital
art combination, acrylic and mixed medlia on canvas

(this medlia has never been used on canvas)

Bloomingdale’s DKNY window display désign
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NAME Kelli Miller
COMPANY Thornberg & Forester

LOCATION New York NY

TITLE Designer/Animator

PROJECTS She has worked on projects for Nike, Doming's Pizza,
MTV and VH-1

EDUCRTION Cranbrook Academy of Art

NAME Bryan Chris
COMPANY Todd Allen Design
LOCATION Elkhart IN

TITLE Designer
EMPLOYMENT River Oaks

Community Church

RESPONSIBILITIES Print collateral and web

design for various accounts

Andrew Bass, Principal and Chief Idea Maker at adbass:designs,
has announced the renaming of his company as Straight Design LLC.
The idea: to more clearly describe the New York City-based firm's
mission to create strong visuals and strong concepts without the bells,
whistles and fluff. A 17-year veteran and multiple award winner, Bass
also acknowledges that he spent “countless time" explaining, spelling
and pronouncing the former name of his studio.

Finch Paper has named Tony McDowell as Vice President of Sales
and Marketing. Respected for his new product development and
branding acumen, McDowell leads integrated sales and marketing
programs for Finch Fine text and cover, Finch Opaque and the grow-
ing roster of Finch Digital products. He joins from Stora Enso North
America where he was Vice President of Branding and Marketing
Communications. He has also held senior marketing and creative
services positions at Champion International and International Paper.

Martin Maloney has moved his marketing and public relations
agency, which specializes in the graphics and packaging industries,
to Manhattan. He had been located in Greenwich CT for 24 years. The
new location for Broadford & Maloney facilitates face-to-face contact
with clients and provides closer access to NYU, where Maloney is
an adjunct professor. He is also on the Board of Directors of NYU's
Program for Graphic Arts Management and Chair of its Marketing
Committee. He serves on the Executive Committee of the Print Council
and is a founder of that group.

NAME
COMPANY
LOCATION
TITLE
CLIENTS

FACT

Don Chowdhury

Don Design Studio

Bayside NY

Creative Director
1-800-Flowers.com, Kao Brands,
DDB Worldwide, Digitas,
Amazon.com, ABC TV, Coca-Cola,
Guitar Magazine, many others
Chowdhury is also an accomplished
fine artist who just completed paint-
ing exhibitions at 1-800-Flowers
and at Joseph Thomas Gallery

38 GDUSA




Le Bulletin

de I’Alliance Francaise de Washington

L'Alliance Francalse vous souhaite de joyeuses Pagques!

Lecture

The Alliance Francaise de Washington, DO
and

Le Club Tocgueville present

Christopher Columbus’

French Connection

The House of Braganza and the
Waldseemueller Map of 1507

By Professor Peter W. Dickson
Tuesday, May 8, 6:30 P at the
Alliance Frangaise. In English.

There s more than one
*Freach Connection®.
We think of the famous
mgves, which appearcd
i 1971, and also the
French fleet and 'I'.ﬂﬁ.]-
etta at Yorktown,
which enabled the
American rebels (o se-
cure the natons mde-
pendence from the British in 17583, But the most
amazing French Connection is the ome which was
the pivetal factor in the life of Columbus. It per-
mitted him, as a total sutsider, to marty into the
most powerful arstocratic family in Portugal (the
Braganza) in the late 1470s, [t is also the clue to
the sudden appearance of the extraordinary Wald-
seemueller map made at Saint-Die 0 1507—the
firat document in histesy 0 uwse the word
"dmerica” and the first map to show two distinct
poeans (not one] between Asia and Europe...

{rertirmuend sage 2§

The Alliance Francaise de Washington presents
Don Chowdhury
Expression & Impression in

French

From a matchbox cover to a highway billboard. ..
Opening reception Thursday, May 10, 6:30 PM at the
Allianee Francoise

Don Chowdbury llees o expors-

 ment. As owner and creative direc-

| tor of Don Design Studn, he works

in a vanety of areaa inchuding ad-

vertising. fashion design, fine art,

imberior design, book jacket design,

cooporate  logos,  package, Tecord

and CD covers, posters, web page

desipn... wrtually anvthing from a

8 matchbox cover to & highway Ball-

& hoard. He has now developed a new

form of expression that combines

digital and fine art, firsl drawing a

pictuce and then digitally enhancing

it. Hig experimental work is gainlng

popularity and his exhibit

"Celebrities” is of permanent display at Chelsea Theatre in New

York City. The Allisnce Francaise mvited Don to present his

new exhibit on Framecs from May 10 to June 22, 2001, He wall

bz happy to meet all members and friends of the Alliance dur-
ing the opening reception,

Thursday, May 10 at the Alllance Frangaise. Free apening

reception, from 6:30 to 5:30 PM. Exhibit until June 22,

2001, Informaotion and reservations at 202-234-7311 or
allianceiifrancedo. org.

Alliance Francaise- Washington. DC -20001




ART

Donfs iital th to aestheticism-

ol . -

“i'.r ‘. % .

Don, along with
the refreshing
rainy season,
brings in a
shower of new
ideas that belps
us to appreciate
art from a
different
dimension

by
TOWHEED FEROZE

tion and the even strokes of inner artistic excel-

lence come creations that symbolises the aes-
thetic sense of 4 new century. An amalgamation of the
inner urges and the thoughts of a new age, a riveting
ensemble that brings out a total feel encapsulating all
the emotions of hate love, fear and ecstasy. Don
Chowdhury , a graphic designer by profession has dex-
trously combined his inherent perceptions of beauty
and presented them with the awesome effects created
by the computer. It is a totally novel approach that cre-
ates a different stage for itself. The concept of charm is
entangled in something that rests between 4 fotal
dreamlike state and that of pure reality. Semi-abstract
visual creations that tilts more on the philosophical
side. At present Don Chowdhury is having an exhibition
at the Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. The interesting
thing is that Don in his pieces has let the colours flow
by themselves. There is no restriction of any sort. The
colours sometimes takes'the grave mood with dark
blue, exploding with grey then again almost abruptly in
a fit of exuberance the colours become youthful and
simple.

Adam’s Apple, the all-computer digital piece belongs to
the former. Plain yet pregnant with the inscrutable aura
there is the profound feel that holds the attention. With
a blackish-blue background it is  picce rich in reli-

.| gious allegory. But that is only for the seekers of the
*| apparent fact, Can there be a hidden thought? Just extri-

cate yourself from the conventional and open up to all
possibilities. After all virtual reality always keeps the
most improbable doors open. As 2 matter of fact Don
does not suggest a rigid line of expression, the possibil-
ities are endless and the viewer is there to take his lib-
erty. Don again combines digital art with acrylic and
mix media on canvas to bring out a rather harrowing
portrayal of Halloween, Titled Halloween Night this is a
semi grotesque piece with a very bizarre implication.
The work is in 2 way perturbing. The yellow figure in

WITH the intricate touches of the digital revolu- '

the middle surrounded by black minimises the funny
aspect of the occasion and salvages a more hideous
side. In Celebrities Don draws the images of the film
glitteratti of the past. Clark Gable, Charlie Chaplin,
James Dean, Alfred Hitchcock, Elvis Presley, Bridget
Bardotte and Marlyn Monroe are set into this large
piece. Here, Don just goes on a colour rampage. One
might agk why? Perhaps Don tries to relive the enjoy-
ment films bring to us. Monroe’s figure is made of
many faces ~ possibly that is the artist's way of teying to
reflect on the actor’s ambiguous personal life. Destiny
is another work that questions life and its meaning. The
answer is there in the blue galaxy the artist has drawn.
Care to find it? Anyway, those looking for clarity can
also find their fodder in Joy of Coffee or Water
Woman. Don Chowdhury is at present a well known
graphic designer based in New York. He has a studio of
his-own and offers designs wherever needed as in
advertising, fine art, fashion designing, interior design-
ing and designing logos, posters, freebies, packages .
and record labels. His blend of fantasy and reality sat-
isfies the esthete and simultaneously stimulates the
imagination. With the magnanimity of colour and digital
touches of novelty Don weaves a world where youthful
vibrancy is the middle word and, one almost unknow-
ingly is whisked away in his digital rhapsody.m
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The Colours of Techno Art

A look into Don Chowdhury’s computer digital art exhi

By Saima Islam

THE greatness of art lies it
its enormons quality 1o
adopt fud adjust (0 1he
trend of the time. So.what can
the digital age demand from
various art forms? Don
Chawdhury, a creative designer
brought his array of computer
digital art works to answer bo
T l;_ll.lﬁ:a.'ll.-ml. 1 started as a
traditional artist 1then the scope
amd demand has macde me in-
leresied In compuler -d.E'EIg.I.l-
ing.” Asked whether the com-
puter art can be compared 1o the
traditional ari forms. Don an-
swerced. = Of course. the com.
puier anl demands a lor of mag-
ination and origmality and
also creates a platform to led
vour imaglnation rise o any
level, as computer can de a of
of things thal perhaps s not
possible to do manunally”. His
words prove Irie when one sees
his exhibitton at the gallery of
Alliapnce Francaise.ln Joy af
Coffee, Don tricd to visually
create the tangible feeling of
drinking a cup of coffee. This
piece is on view af the Lamons
Chelses cinema on 23rd strest
at New York at present. The

Den Chowdhury

cwner of the coffes shop wanted
Don to bring out the sensual as-
pect of drinking colfee. The
]:ri{:h:lrt". shiaws Tol 31E:ﬂ|'|'|illg
coffre cupa and women's arched
figure coming oul with thal
steam, lots of colourul butter-
fMies and musical nofes
whirling at the background.
Like most of his waorks [Don
keeps ihe backgroumnd wvery
colourful in this piece as well.

Joy of Goffes

which helps create a mood of
joy and revitallzing Impact af a
cuy of coffee, Don bas used Dand
drawings, painlings and com-
puter ar combination in ihis
plece Celebrities is an experi-
mental piece of artwork, which
combines both fine art @4 dig-
tal technology. The artist draws
some of the mages by hand
then secanned them inte a com-

ter where the entite piece was
enhanced digitally, The work is
17 feet long and 7 feet tall. His
inspdration for the piece came
from moviea o general, which
he says brings him (o and
mystery. He uses bright back-
ground colours in the work fo
represent the oy and excite-
ment movies have to gur lives.
The spacecd the art work is di-
vided in to two. He has used a
large porticn assimilating pic-
tures of famous Holywood per-
sopalities such as Allred Hitch-
cock. Clerk Gable, Sophia Lau-
ren, Charlie Chaplin., Elvis

Presley and he used the right
corier 1o create the image of the
mystery lady Maribn Monree,
But here also Don ereated a -
=gl dllusion. From a olose
look, one would see faces of
some other famous film per-

bition

sonallties Bul from a far those
faces wiake the heantiful image
of the glamour gueen Monroe.
Thus [Bon has created am exotic
world of glamour and colour
and unfolded it in many layers
to capture the essence of the
movie world Wieler Woman is a
hundred per cent digitally com-

Water Woman

posed creatici. A woman |s
seerl coming aut of (he water
The drops of watey are runnlng
dovarsy hier curees. Dion has tried
to capture the vibration neade
on the water by the movemeont
of the lady. This plece is also
divigded Inte two portion. the
upper portion [s left wellow and
the walery portion 1s crystal

blue making it visually strik-
ing. This piece 1s a testimony to
the superiorky of imagination
wver technology. Though most
of Don's works have western
thieme b there ane e pieces
that show his attachment to his
roals, His Freedom i such a
creation. The green background,

the brave Agures of the freaedom
fighters and the red and green
flag bring out the Bangladeshi
fhat lies in the areist. 1 love thee
resulis thad [ ean bave with digl-
tul works,” sald the artist de

seribing his works. e had wsed
mostly the adobe Photoshop
i adobe elastrator 0 create
Iis masterpieces. He alao added

Celebrities

that there are lots of talented
artists in Bangladesh who need
a litlle introduction to the latest
technelogy. He i% golng 10 oega-
nize seminars on computer digi-
tal art where the focus wdll be
on the state of arl technology.
software and short cuts and tps
to the design, fashion and fine
arts warld, The seminars will
be held at the Alllance Fran-
cajge de Dhaka on Mav 3, 4, 5
and G. At present. a student of
the Marvawood College, USA in
MFEA: Art Direction and Design,
Don Chowdbiory did his BEA
from the School of Visual Arts,
Mew York in Computer Art and

Freedom

Graphic Design. His client -
cludes Coca-cola, Pepsl, Radic
Clty Music Hall, U5 Clympic
Committes, Biman Bangladesiy
anel many more. He held exhibi-
tions in USA and Bangladesl.
Don helicves in the saying, “Lic
is short bul art is long” and s
works clearly envisage his phi-
losophy. He heartily believes
that & lot of things can be done
with thie coanputer bul it is the
man behind the computer that
counis. The exhibition will be
held from Spm to Spoar at the
Alliance Framcaise de Dhaka.
Today is the last day of ithe ex-
hibition,



